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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 16 recites "a step of falsely opening the Web site by means of a computer of the 
client using the pseudo display." It is unclear how a web site is falsely opened. Furthermore, 
claim 19 includes similar language. 

Claims 17, 18, 20 and 21 are rejected for being dependent from a rejected base claim. 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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2. Claims 1-13, 15, 22, 23, 26, 28, 29, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Pat No 6,460,060 issued to Maddalozzo et al (hereafter Maddalozzo 
'060). 
Claim 1: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses an apparatus for retrieving information from a site on a network, 
said apparatus comprising: 

• a storage device having prestored therein various information about predetermined one or 
more sites and search information for calling up the sites [col 5, line 60 through col 6, 
line 5]; 

• a display device [Fig 1, 126]; 

• an operator unit [Fig 1, 128]; 

• a processor device coupled with said storage device [Fig 1, 102], 

• said display device and said operator unit, said processor device being adapted to: 

o read out the information stored in said storage device; cause the read-out 
information to be displayed on said display device [col 2, lines 36-45] 

o transmit, when a predetermined item of information is selected from among the 
information displayed on said display device in response to an operation of said 
operator unit, the search information corresponding to the selected item of 
information to the network [Fig 5] 

o receive information supplied from a particular one of the sites, via the network, in 
response to the transmitted search information [Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65]. 
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Claims 2, 5, 7, 10, 28 : 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses wherein said processor device is further adapted to cause the 
information received from the particular site to be displayed on said display device [Fig 1, 126]. 
Claim 3: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses wherein said storage device has stored therein display 
program information for providing a visual display content identical or similar to a Web page for 
each of the sites and address information for calling up the Web page of each of the sites, and 
wherein said processor device first causes a visual display content identical or similar to the Web 
page for one of the sites selected in response to an operation of said operation unit to be 
displayed on said display device, without accessing the network, on the basis of readout of the 
display program information stored in said storage device, and then, when a predetermined item 
of information is selected from among the information displayed on said display device in 
response to an operation of said operator unit, transmits, as the search information, the address 
information of the Web page corresponding to the selected predetermined item of information to 
the network, to thereby establish a connection with one of the sites on the network which 
corresponds to the transmitted address information [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 
and col 2, lines 36-45]. 
Claim 4: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a method for retrieving information from a site on a network, 
said method comprising: a step of distributing in advance, to a client, a storage medium having 
prestored therein various information about predetermined one or more sites and search 
information for calling up the 
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sites; a step of reading out stored information from said storage medium distributed to the client 
and causing the read-out stored information to be displayed on a display device; a step of causing 
a user to select an item of information from among the information displayed on said display 
device; a step of, when a predetermined item of information is selected, transmitting the search 
information corresponding to the selected item of information to the network; and a step of 
receiving information supplied from a particular one of the sites via the network in response to 
the transmitted search information [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 
36-45] 
Claim 6: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a computer program comprising a group of instructions for 
causing a computer to perform a method for retrieving information from a site on a network, said 
method comprising the steps of: reading out stored information from a storage medium having 
prestored therein various information about predetermined one or more sites and search 
information for calling up the sites and causing the read-out stored information to be displayed 
on a display device, without accessing the network; causing a user to select an item of 
information from among the information displayed on said display device; transmitting, when a 
predetermined item of information is selected, the search information corresponding to the 
selected item of information to the network; and receiving information supplied from a particular 
one of the sites via the network in response to the transmitted search information [abstract, Fig 
4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
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Claim 8: 

Maddalozzo £ 060 discloses a computer program as claimed in claim 6 wherein said 
storage medium has stored therein display program information for providing a visual 
display content identical or similar to a Web page for each of the sites and address information 
for calling up the Web page of each of the sites, and wherein said step of reading out causes the 
visual display content identical or similar to the Web page for a selected one of the 
sites to be displayed on said display device, without accessing the network, on the basis of 
readout of the display program information stored in said storage medium, and wherein when the 
predetermined item of information is selected by said step of causing, said step of 
transmitting transmits, as the search information, the address information of the Web page 
corresponding to the selected predetermined item of information to the network, to thereby 
establish a connection with one of the sites on the network which corresponds to the address 
information [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
Claim 9: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a machine-readable storage medium containing a group of 
instructions to cause said machine to perform a method for retrieving information from a site on 
a network, said method comprising the steps of: reading out stored information from a memory 
having prestored therein various information about predetermined one or more sites and search 
information for calling up the sites and causing the read-out stored information to be displayed 
on a display device, without accessing the network; causing a user to select an item of 
information from among the information displayed on said display device; transmitting, when a 
predetermined item of information is selected, the search information corresponding to the 
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selected item of information to the network; and receiving information supplied from a particular 
one of the sites via the network in response to the transmitted search information [abstract, Fig 
4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
Claim 11: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a machine-readable storage medium wherein said memory 
has stored therein display program information for providing a visual display content identical or 
similar to a Web page for each of the sites and address information for calling up the Web page 
of each of the sites, and wherein said step of reading out causes the visual display content 
identical or similar to the Web page for a selected one of the sites to be displayed on said display 
device, without accessing the network, on the basis of readout of the display program 
information stored in said storage medium, and wherein when the predetermined item of 
information is selected by said step of causing, said step of transmitting transmits, as the search 
information, the address information of the Web page corresponding to the selected 
predetermined item of information to the network, to thereby establish a connection with one of 
the sites on the network which corresponds to the address information [abstract, Fig 4A and col 
6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
Claim 12: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a machine-readable storage medium containing program 
information for displaying a pseudo Web page and a group of data accompanying said 
program information, said program information and said group of data being read out from said 
storage medium when a method for displaying the pseudo Web page is performed by the 
machine, wherein said program information comprises information for providing pseudo Web 
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pages identical or similar to Web pages for one or more predetermined sites on a network, and 
said group of data includes search information for calling up real Web pages from the 
predetermined sites [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
Claim 13: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a machine-readable storage medium wherein said method for 
displaying the pseudo Web page includes: a step of displaying a pseudo Web page on the basis 
of said program information without accessing the network; and a step of, while the pseudo Web 
page is being displayed in accordance with a predetermined instruction, obtaining a real Web 
page from one of the predetermined sites on the network by use of the search information 
accompanying said program information [Fig 5]. 
Claim 15: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses wherein said program information includes a program 
showing a procedure necessary for obtaining information that is obtainable from the 
predetermined sites [abstract]. 
Claim 22: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses an information retrieval system for searching for information 
and delivering the searched- for information via a network, said information retrieval system 
comprising: a server apparatus comprising: a storage device storing therein information to be 
supplied in response to search information; and a processor device coupled with said storage 
device and adapted to: receive search information supplied via the network; read out, from said 
storage device, information corresponding to the received search information; and output the 
read-out information to the network; and a client apparatus comprising: a memory storing therein 
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information to be displayed in response to search information; a display device; an operator unit; 
and a processor device coupled with said memory, said display device and said operator unit, 
said processor device being adapted to: read out the information stored in said memory; cause 
the read-out information to be displayed on said display device; transmit, when a predetermined 
item of information is selected from among the information displayed on said display device in 
response to an operation of said operator unit, the search information corresponding to the 
selected item of information to the network; and receive information read out from said storage 
device of said server apparatus, via the network, in response to the transmitted search 
information [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
Claim 23: 

Maddalozzo £ 060 discloses an information retrieval system as claimed in claim 22 
wherein the information to be supplied stored in said storage device of said server apparatus 
includes at least display program information for providing a Web page, and wherein the 
information to be displayed stored in said memory of said client apparatus includes display 
program information of a pseudo Web page for providing a visual display content identical or 
similar to the Web page [abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45]. 
Claims 26 and 29: 

Maddalozzo c 060 discloses a computer-readable storage medium containing a file to be 
used by a computer of a client so that the client can receive a desired item from a server via a 
network, said file including: a plurality of items of specifying information each specifying one of 
a limited plurality of items that are among all items capable of being supplied by said server; and 
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a plurality of items of display information each indicative of a display object that shows one of 
the limited plurality of items, wherein each of the items of specifying information and display 
information is described in a link-enabling format, and each of the items of specifying 
information and/or a visual presentation of the display object are linked with an address in said 
server [col 4, lines 31-45, abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45]. 
Claim 31: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a method for a user to access a server on a network to order a 
product from the server, said method comprising: 

o a first step of reading out a predetermined file by means of a computer of the user without 
accessing the network, said predetermined file including a plurality of items of specifying 
information each specifying one of a limited plurality of products that are among all 
products capable of being ordered from said server and a plurality of items of display 
information each indicative of a display object that shows one of the limited plurality of 
products, each of the items of specifying information and display information being 
described in a link-enabling format, each of the items of specifying information and/or a 
visual presentation of the display object being linked with an address of a screen for 
ordering a corresponding product from said server [col 4, lines 3 1-45, abstract, Fig 4A 
and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45]. 

o a second step of causing items of the specifying information and/or the display objects to 
be displayed on a display device, on the basis of the predetermined file read out by said 
first step [Fig 1, 126]. 
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o a third step of allowing a selection of the items of specifying information and/or the 
display objects displayed on said display device [Fig 1, 126] 

o a fourth step of requesting said server to supply a screen of the address linked with the 
item of specifying information and/or the display object selected by said third step, 
obtaining the screen, and then causing said display device to display, on the basis of the 
screen, a screen for ordering a product corresponding to the selected item of specifying 
information and/or the display object from said server, wherein after said fourth step, a 
procedure for ordering the product is carried out by accessing said server via the network, 
[col 4, lines 31-45, abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 



Maddalozzo '060 discloses a machine-readable storage medium containing a group of 
instructions to cause said machine to perform a method for a user to access a server on a network 
to order a product from the server, said method comprising: 

o a first step of reading out a predetermined file by means of a computer of the user without 
accessing the network, said predetermined file including a plurality of items of specifying 
information each specifying one of a limited plurality of products that are among all 
products capable of being ordered from said server and a plurality of items of display 
information each indicative of a display object that shows one of the limited plurality of 
products, each of the items of specifying information and display information being 
described in a link-enabling format, each of the items of specifying information and/or a 
visual presentation of the display object being linked with an address of a screen for 



Claim 32: 
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ordering a corresponding product from said server; [col 4, lines 3 1-45, abstract, Fig 4A 
and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 
o a second step of causing items of the specifying information and/or the display objects to 
be displayed on a display device, on the basis of the predetermined file read out by said 
first step [Fig 1,26] 

o a third step of allowing a selection of the items of specifying information and/or the 
display objects displayed on said display device [Fig 1, 26] 

o a fourth step of requesting said server to supply a screen of the address linked with the 
item of specifying information and/or the display object selected by said third step, 
obtaining the screen, and then causing said display device to display, on the basis of the 
screen, a screen for ordering a product corresponding to the selected item of specifying 
information and/or the display object from said server, wherein after said fourth step, a 
procedure for ordering the product is carried out by accessing said server via the network, 
[col 4, lines 31-45, abstract, Fig 4A and col 6, lines 50-65, Fig 5 and col 2, lines 36-45] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 14, 16-21, 24, 25 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maddalozzo '060 in view of Pub No US 2003/0154135 issued to Covington et 
al (hereafter Covington '135). 
Claims 14, 27: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses the elements of claim 12 as noted above. 

Maddalozzo fails to disclose wherein said program information includes a program for 
selling products that can be sold at the predetermined sites. 

Covington '135 discloses wherein said program information includes a program for 
selling products that can be sold at the predetermined sites [abstract] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Maddalozzo '060 to include wherein said program information includes a 
program for selling products that can be sold at the predetermined sites as taught by Covington 
'135. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of improving the invention by including an interactive system and method 
for shopping [abstract] 
Claims 16, 19: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses a step of distributing in advance, to a client, a pseudo display 
program identical or similar to at least a portion of a display program at a Web site, a step of 
falsely opening the Web site by means of a computer of the client using the pseudo display 
program distributed by said step of distributing, without intervention of the network [col 7, lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/823,704 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2171 

8-26], and a step of actually connecting to the Web site via the network at a predetermined stage 
in the course of execution of the pseudo display program [col 7, lines 35-45] 

Maddalozzo '060 fails to disclose and then going forward with a procedure for 
selling or distributing the product or information in accordance with a visual presentation based 
on the display program supplied by the Web site. 

Covington '135 discloses and then going forward with a procedure for 
selling or distributing the product or information in accordance with a visual presentation based 
on the display program supplied by the Web site [abstract] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at the time the invention was 
made to modify Maddalozzo '060 to include and then going forward with a procedure for 
selling or distributing the product or information in accordance with a visual presentation based 
on the display program supplied by the Web site as taught by Covington '135. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of improving the invention by including an interactive system and method 
for shopping [abstract] 
Claims 17 and 20: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses the elements of claim 16 as noted above. 

Maddalozzo '060 fails to disclose a step of allowing a portion of the product or 
information to be sold or distributed in the course of the procedure for selling or distributing the 
product or information, and wherein only a portion of the product or information can be sold or 
distributed by the Web site. 
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Official Notice is taken that a step of allowing a portion of the product or information to 
be sold or distributed in the course of the procedure for selling or distributing the product or 
information, and wherein only a portion of the product or information can be sold or distributed 
by the Web site is well-known and expected in the art. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of not disclosing a manufacturer's proprietary information. 
Claims 18, 21 and 25: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses the elements of claims 16 and 17 as noted above. 

Maddalozzo '060 fails to disclose wherein said product or information is musical 
composition data, and a portion of a musical composition data file of a music piece can be sold 
or distributed by the Web site. 

Covington '135 discloses wherein said product or information is musical composition 
data, and a portion of a musical composition data file of a music piece can be sold or distributed 
by the Web site [paragraphs 6, 101 and 178] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Maddalozzo '060 to include wherein said product or information is musical 
composition data, and a portion of a musical composition data file of a music piece can be sold 
or distributed by the Web site as taught by Covington '135. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of improving the invention by providing an interactive system and method 
for shopping for a music product. 
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Claim 24: 

Maddalozzo '060 discloses the elements of claim 22 as noted above. 

Maddalozzo '060 fails to disclose wherein said storage device of said server apparatus 
stores therein one or more items of the information to be supplied, and wherein said processor 
device of said client apparatus is further adapted to: select a portion of one item of information to 
be supplied, in response to an operation of said operator unit; and obtain the selected portion of 
one item of information to be supplied, from said server apparatus via the network. 

Covington * 135 discloses wherein said storage device of said server apparatus stores 
therein one or more items of the information to be supplied, and wherein said processor device of 
said client apparatus is further adapted to: select a portion of one item of information to be 
supplied, in response to an operation of said operator unit; and obtain the selected portion of one 
item of information to be supplied, from said server apparatus via the network [paragraph 74] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Maddalozzo '060 to include wherein said storage device of said server 
apparatus stores therein one or more items of the information to be supplied, and wherein said 
processor device of said client apparatus is further adapted to: select a portion of one item of 
information to be supplied, in response to an operation of said operator unit; and obtain the 
selected portion of one item of information to be supplied, from said server apparatus via the 
network as taught by Covington '135. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of improving the invention by providing a client the ability to control 
access to lists which the client puts out on the Internet. 
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5. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maddalozzo '060 
in view of US Pat No 6,405,203 issued to Collart (hereafter Collart '203). 
Claim 30: 

Maddalozzo 4 060 discloses the essential elements of claim 26 as noted above. 

Maddalozzo '060 fails to disclose wherein further information indicative of a display 
object for a version upgrade is described in said file in a link-enabling format, and a visual 
presentation of the display object for the version upgrade is linked with a Web address for 
downloading updated contents of said file. 

Collart '203 discloses wherein further information indicative of a display object for a 
version upgrade is described in said file in a link-enabling format, and a visual presentation of 
the display object for the version upgrade is linked with a Web address for downloading updated 
contents of said file [Figs 7A and 7B] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Maddalozzo '060 to include wherein further information indicative of a 
display object for a version upgrade is described in said file in a link-enabling format, and a 
visual presentation of the display object for the version upgrade is linked with a Web address for 
downloading updated contents of said file as taught by Collart '203. 

The ordinarily skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Maddalozzo '060 as 
above for the purpose of improving the invention by providing a means to include software 
package updates. 
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6. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Maddalozzo '060 and Covington 4 135 and further in view of Collart '203. 
Claim 33. 

An apparatus for a user to access a server on a network to order a product from the server, said 
apparatus comprising: a storage medium storing therein a predetermined file including a plurality 
of items of specifying information each specifying one of a limited plurality of products that are 
among all products capable of being ordered from said server and a plurality of items of display 
information each indicative of a display object that shows one of the limited plurality of 
products, each of the items of specifying information and display information being described in 
a link-enabling format, each of the items of specifying information and/or a visual presentation 
of the display object being linked with an address of a screen for ordering a corresponding 
product from said server; a display device; an operator unit; and a processor device coupled with 
said storage medium, said display device and said operator unit, said processor device being 
adapted to: read out the predetermined file from said storage medium; cause items of the 
specifying information and/or the display objects to be displayed on said display device, on the 
basis of the read-out predetermined file; allow a selection of the items of specifying information 
and/or the display objects displayed on said display device, in response to an operation of said 
operator unit; request said server to supply a screen of the address linked with the selected item 
of specifying information and/or display object, obtain the screen, and then cause said display 
device to display, on the basis of the obtained screen, a screen for ordering a product 
corresponding to the selected item of specifying information and/or display object from said 
server; and carry out, after the screen for ordering the product is displayed on said display 
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device, a procedure for ordering the product by accessing said server via the network [refer to 
above rejection of claims 14, 16-21, 24, 25, 27 and 30] 
Claim 34: 

A computer-readable storage medium storing therein a file for use in a product order method in 
which a user proceeds from a product-specifying screen to a procedure for ordering the product 
when the user desires to order the product by accessing a server on a network, wherein a plurality 
of items of specifying information each specifying one of a plurality of products and a plurality 
of items of display information each indicative of a related display object are each described in 
said file in a link-enabling format, the related display objects have at least first and second 
display modes, each of the items of specifying information is allocated at least one of the 
related display objects which has one of said first and second display modes, each of the items of 
specifying information allocated the related display object having said first display mode 
specifies one of a limited plurality of products that are among all products capable of 
being ordered by accessing said server, a visual presentation of the related display object having 
said first display mode is linked with an address of the product-specifying screen that shows the 
product specified by the item of specifying information corresponding to the related 
display object, a visual presentation of the related display object having said second display 
mode is linked with a particular directory in said storage medium, and the product specified by 
the specifying information allocated the related display object having said second display 
mode is recorded under the particular directory [refer to above rejection of claims 14, 16-21, 24, 
25, 27 and 30] 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne LeRoux whose telephone number is (703) 305-0620. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (703) 308-1436. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
Etienne LeRoux ^ « 



September 5, 2003 
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